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1. SUDANESE VICE PRESIDENT ABEL ALIER, HEADING DELEGATION MADE UP, 

AS INDICATED REFTEL, LARGELY OF SOUTHERN SUDANESE, VISITED ABU DHABI 
JAN 9-11. ALIER MET WITH VARIOUS LOCAL DIGNAT ARIES HEADED BY CROWN 
PRINCE (AND ACTING RULER OF ABU DHABI) SHAIKH KHALIFA AND INCLUDING 
FOREIGN MINISTER AHMED SUWAIDI WHO ARRIVED BACK IN COUNTRY ONLY 
HOURS BEFORE SUDANESE VP. WHILE LOCAL PRESS REPORTED THAT THERE 
WERE "OFFICIAL DISCUSSIONS" BETWEEN DELEGATIONS FOCUSED ON DEVELOP- 
MENT PLANS AND POTENTIAL OF SOUTH SUDAN, VISIT APPEARS HAVE BEEN 
LARGELY CEREMONIAL WITH NO INDICATION THAT UAEG HAS MADE FURTHER 
AID PLEDGES. ALIER DID THANK UAEG FOR EARLIER ASSISTANCE TO REGION, 
AND IN BOTH PRESS AND TELEVISION INTERVIEWS STRESSED ROLE OF SUDAN 
AS BRIDGE BETWEEN ARABS AND AFRICA. IN THIS CONNECTION ALIER NOTED 
THAT SUDANESE PRESIDENT NIMEIRI HAS CALLED FOR AFRICAN- ARAB SUMMIT 
MEETING TO DISCUSS COOPERATION BETWEEN TWO REGIONS. 

2. COMMENT: IN VIEW FACT NIMEIRI WAS BENEFICIARY UAE LARGESS 
ONLY LITTLE OVER MONTH AGO, IT PERHAPS NOT SURPRISING THAT LATEST 
VISIT DID NOT RESULT IN ADDITIONAL CONCRETE PLEDGES OF ASSISTANCE. 
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THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE IN THAT, AS STATED RECENT EMBASSY REPORT- 
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ING, UAE AID COMMITMENTS HAVE REACHED POINT WHERE DEGREE OF 
RESTRAINT AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES REQUIRED. HOWEVER, WITH 
ARAB SUDAN RELATIVELY HIGH ON SUCH PRIORITY LIST OF UAE AID TARGETS, 

WE WOULD EXPECT IN TIME TO SEE LATEST "DISCUSSIONS" LEAD TO 
SOME UAE INVOLVEMENT IN SUDAN SOUTHERN REGION DEVELOPMENT 
EFFORT. 

STERNER 
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